ANSWER!

Circumstances which affect the availability of heroin vary by country
and geographic region. For this reason, it may be most useful to
summarize briefly the nature of the circumstances within the three
major supply sources of heroin. The information follows.

Mexico. The current decline of Mexico's socio-econonic conditions
caused by inflation and devaluation of Mexican currency and corrup-
tion has aided well entrenched Mexican heroin trafficking families/
organizations to expand their opium cultivation beyond the tradilonal
cultivation areas of the Sierra Madre Mountains in the States of
Durango, Slnaloa and Chihuahua. Favorable weather, improved agricul-
tural technology and plentiful labor has created a "bumper" opium
crop In Mexico.

Southwest Asian Heroin. The majority of the heroin refining labora-
tories are In the northern tribal areas of Pakistan. These tribal
chiefs do not totally recognize the Government of Pakistan as the
controlling authority. It takes a military action by Pakistan to
enter the tribal areas and destroy heroin laboratories. Many of the
tribes live In Afghanistan and Pakistan, extending across a common
border.

There is no K5A Influence on opium production activities in the
countries of Afghanistan or Iran,

Southeast Asian Heroin,. There is no legitimate government authority
that exerclses^jbhtrol' of opium production in the Golden Triangle
area. Insurgency groups exercise control over opium and acetic
anhydride smuggling Into the heroin refineries along the Thai/Burmese
border.

QUESTION;

How are you responding?

ANSWER;

DEA has Initiated a Special Enforcement Operation called PRE-IAB. We
are tracing the movement of acetic anhydride from the manufacturers
to the users. This will identify illicit users of acetic anhydride.
We will limit the amount of acetic anhydride available for Illicit
utilization and track selected shipments to heroin conversion labora-
tories *

DEA has established a Special Enforcement Operation In Pakistan,
HINDU KUSH, to develop intelligence and encourage laboratory and
narcotic enforcement action within the tribal areas of the Northwest
Frontier Province, particularly within the Khyber Agency. This will
enable CEA to guide the Pakistani Government In controlling the
heroin production in Pakistan, therefore limiting the supply to the
U.S.

QUESTIONi

Do you need more resources to help?

ANSWER;

Immediate and ongoing response to the problem is being generated f ran
within our current experienced staff, and we are having an Impact,
To further enhance our efforts in this and other high priority areas,
we are examining, with the Department, strategies for providing
additional resources.0839
